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Suljject:     "qCFESTIONS  MD  ANSWERS."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Today's  questions  run  all  the  way  from  the  flowers  that  'bloom  on  the 
window-sill  to  the  potatoes  stored  down  cellar — and  then  some. 

The  first  question  comes  from  a  listener  who  wants  to  know  which  bulbs 
are  easiest  to  grow  indoors. 

Answer:     The  bulbs  which  are  easiest  to  bring  to  bloom  in  the  house  are 
the  narcissus — especially  the  paper-white  variety,   the  common  daffodil,  the 
hyacinth,  tulip  and  lily  of  the  valley. 

You  can  grow  paper-white  narcissus  in  a  shallow  bowl  of  pebbles  with  just 
enough  water  to  cover  the  roots  or  about  one- third  way  up  on  the  bulbs.  These 
bulbs  need  from  3  to  ^  weeks  in  a  cool  somewhat  dark  place  to  develop  roots 
before  they  come  into  the  warmth  and  light  to  shoot  up  into  leaves  and  flowers. 
Other  narcissus  varieties  will  grow  in  a  pot  of  soil  or  sand  or  bulb-fiber. 
Daffodils  for  indoor  blooming  do  best  in  pots  of  soil  with  6  to  8  weeks  in  a 
cool  dark  place  to  grow  roots. 

If  you  want  a  succession  of  blooms  all  through  the  winter  to  Easter, 
start  new  bulbs  every  2  weeks.    Unpack  all  bulbs  as  soon  as  they  arrive  if 
you  are  buying  them.    Keep  them  in  a  cool  place — around  5O  to  55  degrees 
Fahrenheit;  and  plant  them  in  pots  as  soon  as  possible.     Put  drainage  pebbles 
in  the  bottom  of  the  pot,  then  a  little  soil,  then  the  bulb  and  more  soil. 
Eirmly  press  the  soil  around  the  bulb.    Water  it  moderately  and  keep  the  pot 
in  a  box  of  moist  sand  in  a  dark  cool  cellar  for  several  weeks. 

Once  the  roots  have  grown  to  give  the  bulb  firm  anchorage,  bring  the  pot 
into  a  brighter  warmer  place — but  do  it  gradually  so  that  the  plant  can  adapt 
itself  to  its  new  environment. 

Keep  hyacinth  bulbs  under  moist  soil  until  about  a  month  before  you  want 
them  to  bloom. 

^flaile  we're  on  the  subject  of  indoor  gardens,  let's  bring  up  the  second 
question:     "^vTiat  vines  will  grow  well  inside  the  house?" 

Answer:     The  vines  that  thrive  indoors  are  those  that  can  endure  the  dry 
warm  air  characteristic  of  most  homes  in  winter  and  can  also  get  along  without 
a  great  deal  cf  light  and  sunshine.    Among  these  is  the  vine  called  wandering 
jew  and  the  one  called  cissus  or  trailing  begonia,  as  well  as  the  strawberry 
geranium,  philodendron,  and  English  ivy. 


